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THOUGHTS FROM
YOUR
COMMODORE…
Donna Oyer
Christmas is my favorite time of the year. From the
time that I understood the magic and wonder of
Santa, Christmas has continued to hold that special
excitement and feeling. When the holidays arrive, I
can close my eyes and remember hanging up my
stocking as a child and counting the minutes until
Santa’s arrival. It was almost impossible to sleep
while anxiously awaiting the treasures that Santa had
hidden in his sleigh.
Spiritually, Christmas also holds a deep and more
traditional meaning for me. But no matter what
Christmas means to you, the fond memories of
gatherings of family and friends, is what makes
Christmas magical.
The fragrant smell of the
Christmas tree or the smell of the Christmas dinner
cooking brings those memories flowing back.
Christmas came early for Jim and I this year.
Something special, something magical and something
wonderful happened to us recently. It was something
that was unexpected, but not surprising. It was
something so kind and so heartfelt, that my emotions
are overflowing as I write this.
As boat owners, we are all too aware that at anytime
something can fail on our boats and the repairs can
be costly. Well, one weekend while Jim’s brother was
visiting from Missouri, we packed a lunch and were
going to spend the day sailing. Our engine had other
ideas. The engine would not start. It wasn’t the
batteries or the starter; the engine was seized. Our
early Christmas present came in the form of ECSA
members. Very soon after that happened, early on
Saturday morning, six members of our club met on the
deck of Believe. Then down into the engine room
they went. They proceeded to take the engine apart
and to diagnose the problem. The prognosis was
good; just the head would need to be rebuilt. We had
many calls and many offers of help from so many of
you. Thank you so much for your advice and your
sincere concern.
This story is not about rebuilding an engine. This
story is not about the commercialism of Christmas.
This story is about the spirit of Christmas. This story is
about the generosity and kindness of a group of
wonderful people. People who unselfishly gave their
gift of time, knowledge and experience in our time of
need. I have seen this gift given to others in our club
(Continued on page 4)

VIEW FROM THE
VICE…
by

VICE COMMODORE
Joe Coleman
How hard can it be to decorate a boat for the Christmas
parade? You just buy some cheap Wal-Mart lights, run
them to the top of the mast and plug them in. Voila, a
decorated boat!
As simple as that may sound, you realize that one
strand of lights going from the deck to the top of the
mast isn’t very decorative. Two strands still don’t do it
and even three or four is just a start. Eleven strings of
lights later, you are closer but not quite there yet.
Those light don’t just land there themselves. You have
to secure them to something so that you can hoist them
up and down. Some light line works well, but then
again, you will need about 600 feet to do the job
properly. Tie wrap the strings of lights onto the light line
with about one wrap every two feet. Then pull it tight
and snip off the end. About 300 tie wraps, 300 pulls,
and 300 hundred snips later, you are well on your way
to having your boat look presentable at the parade.
I laid the lines from inside the garage to the end of the
driveway. Laid out the lines and then attached the lights
to them, pulling and snipping every two feet until the job
was complete. Two full set of lights representing the
headsail and the main sail. On the driveway they
looked great. All one color - blue - with every light
shouting “Merry Christmas!” I was so proud of myself
until I realized that somehow I was going to have to get
these lights off the driveway and up the mast.
Now, you all know what a mess it is every year when
you pull out the strings of lights and they are all tangled
with one another. Well, add 600 feet of line and all
those pulls and snips and everything just tangles up
like a rat’s nest. I rolled them all up and off to the boat I
went with more optimism than common sense. Once I
was at the boat, I attempted to pull just the headsail set
of lights up with the spinnaker halyard to see what
would happen. To no one’s surprise, they all tangled up
in one great big mess. An hour later, I was able to
untangle the mess and they were all in place. The main
sail was in just about the same mess, except this time I
had some experience and it only took about forty-five
minutes.
Now somehow I had to get all the plugs together and
put some power to this masterpiece. Five extension
cords and two power strips later, I felt like Clark
Griswold on Christmas Eve - lots of lights, but no
power. A wiggle here and a wiggle there and finally
(Continued on page 7)
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weekend in January. Please RSVP within the
next month. Tickets are on sale in October –
please reserve a spot early!

SECRETARY’S
REPORT
By

?

Gary Hadlin shared information on the Brevard
Marine Advisory Council on which he serves.
The current issues they are working on include
mooring fields, passing County ordinances, and
losing marinas/the working waterfront. ECSA is
important to their cause, Brevard welcomes
boaters but they need our input and want us to
be involved for the marine master plan. He
would like to put minutes of their meetings on
the ECSA website. The Marine Advisory Council
meets the 3rd Thursday of every month at 6 p.m.
at 840 Forrest Ave. in Cocoa (north of the
library). ECSA members are encouraged to
attend to represent the boating community
(many non-boaters attend to push their cause).
They are looking for answers and want your
input!!! For more info, please visit their website
under www.brevardparks.com

?

We are looking for volunteers and/or
suggestions for programs to be held after the
general meetings for 2007.

?

Advertising – We are looking for advertisers for
our newsletter. Please contact Joe Coleman.

?

Cruising Awards: Please send Joe an email
telling him about your cruising adventures
and destinations during this past year.
Please note if you went offshore.

Pam Vanderveer
EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION
General Membership Meeting
Wednesday – Nov. 8, 2006
Commodore Donna Hartley Oyer called the meeting
to order at 7:10 p.m. Board members present were
Vice Commodore Joe Coleman; Rear Commodore
Joe Luthman; Secretary Pam Vanderveer; and
Elected Governors Sherry Beckett and Chip Worster.
Not present were Treasurer Tom Schrader and
Elected Governor Roland Norris.
COMMODORE: Following introduction of the board
members, fleet captains, committee chairmen, and
past commodores, Donna welcomed all members,
guests, and new members attending for the first time.
Donna noted the following items:
? ????? The December meeting is a potluck Christmas
dinner – bring a dish to share. Dinner will be first,
followed by the meeting.
? ????? Ken Windsor will be the Cruising Director for
2007. Please contact Ken if you are interested in
hosting a cruise.
? ????? Please be aware the Marine Patrol has been
boarding boats and giving tickets for no holding
tanks or Y-valves in the open position.
? ????? Thirty-five ECSA members attended the St. Pete
boat show and once again, both the weather and
the Lats & Atts party was great.
New Members: A motion was made, seconded and
carried to approve the following applications into
membership:
? ????? Bob & Judy Pavan on “Alta-Mar,” a Camper
Nicholsons 39;
? ????? Paul & Sue Tzareff on “Not a Clew,” a CSY 44;
? ????? Carl & Maria Motes on “Impatient Winds,” a
Gulfstar 41;
? ????? Karen Lee on “Mar-Maru,”a Cal 39;
? ????? Roger Mayfield on “Isis,” an Irwin 45; and
? ????? Jerry & Dixie Sanson on “Borne Free II,” a David
Cheny 37.
Minutes/Treasurer’s Report: A motion was made,
seconded, and carried to approve the minutes of the
October, 2006 meeting and the Treasurer’s report as
published in the November 2006 Foot, Tack, & Clew
(FT&C).
VICE COMMODORE: Joe Coleman
?
The annual Awards Banquet will be held the first

Brenda Merchberger announced the following officer
nominations to be voted on in December:
Commodore – Donna Oyer; Vice Commodore –
Pam Vanderveer; Rear Commodore – Jim Yates;
Secretary – Carol Whitley; Treasurer – Tom
Schrader; and Elected Governor – Neil Hodgson.
The 2007 Fleet Captains will be: Cruising Director –
Ken Windsor; River Racing – Jim Yates; Women’s
Racing – Rhonda Delmater. In addition, Joanne
Theriault will take over Hospitality.
REAR COMMODORE: Joe Luthman turned the
floor over to the Committee chairs:
Women’s Racing: Sherry Beckett – Please visit
www.sail-race.com for complete, up-to-date info.
* Next Women’s race will be held Dec. 2 followed by
a raft up. January will start the next series.
River Racing: Jim Yates –
* Double-handed race is scheduled for Dec. 3.
(Continued on page 7)
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TREASURER'S
REPORT

Commodore’s Article

by

Tom Schrader

continued...

Income Statement Fiscal Yr to Date
REVENUE

Nov - 06

Sep 06 - Nov 06

-

180.00

Membership Dues

595.00

5,905.00

Merchandise Income

728.00

852.00

93.00

93.00

-

-

1,416.00

7,030..00

2,395.06

2,936.41

Bank Service Charge

15.00

30.00

Dues & Subscriptions

-

-

Insurance

-

303.00

Miscellaneous

-

-

Postage/Delivery

140.40

222.06

Printing/Repro

167.45

234.48

Rent

-

-

Sales Tax

-

13.90

Sunshine Fund

-

-

Total Expenses

2,717.91

3,739.85

Net Income

(1,301.91)

3,290.15

Activities Income

Miscellaneous Income
Sunshine Fund
Total Revenue

EXPENSES
Activities Expense

(Continued from page 2)

and now we are the recipients of that wonderful
gift.
Christmas gifts come wrapped and disguised in
many different forms. We were fortunate to
receive our gift in its best form. Gifts come in
memories of Christmas’past and they come in
the goodness and spirit of others. It is an
honor and a pleasure to belong to a club where
the spirit of giving, goodness and friendship
can be experienced twelve months a year.
This club is where you will find the true
meaning of Christmas on all days.
On behalf of Jim and I, we want to thank you
so very much for your friendship. We want to
thank you for the fun, the laughter and the
opportunity to share with you our passion and
love for sailing.
I sincerely wish you, your families and your
friends a wonderful holiday season. I also wish
you health and happiness and a safe New
Year.
Merry Christmas to You and Yours… .
Happy Sails to You,
Donna

Balance Sheet as of November 30, 2006
Assets
Checking

3,473.05

Restricted Cash (Lasowska Fund)
Security Deposit

942.00
100.00

Total Assets

4,515.05

Liabilities & Net Worth
Unrestricted Cash

6,432.86

Retained Earnings

(5,207.96)

Net Income

Ships are the nearest things
to dreams that hands have
ever made.
-Robert N. Rose

3,290.15

Total Net Worth

NOTE: Sunshine Fund

On Sailing…

4,515.05

Balance

211.47
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS
FOR 2007

Welcome New Members!
Karen Lee
2659 Palmetto St NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905
321-432-8257
Cal Jensen 33’“Mar-Maru”
Roger Mayfield
4270 Aloma Avenue #124-16J
Winter Park, FL 32792
941-812-1121
Irwin 45’“Isis”
Carl & Maria Motes
1072 Lake Baldwin Lane
Orlando, FL 32814
407-963-6494
Gulfstar 41’“Impatient Winds”
Robert & Judy Pavan
458 South Neptune Dr
Satellite Beach, FL 32937
321-779-9138
Camper Nicholsons 39’“Alta-Mar”
Jerry & Dixie Sansom
PO Box 98
Cocoa, FL 32923
321-633-8001
Cruisemaster 37’“Borne Free II”
Paul & Sue Tzareff
3201 Old Lockwood Rd
Oviedo, FL 32765
407-365-7262
CSY 44’“Not A Clew”

If you would like to help support
ECSA or know of a business
who would - we our looking for
advertisers for the upcoming
2007 newsletter season. Please
contact our newsletter editor,
Brenda Merchberger at 321-9173698 or bmerch@cfl.rr.com for
more information.

to be held at the
December General Membership Meeting
The Nominating Committee has developed the
following list of recommended candidates for the
offices to be elected at the December General
Membership meeting.
POSITION
COMMODORE
VICE COMMODORE
REAR COMMODORE
SECRETARY
TREASURER
ELECTED GOVERNOR

CANDIDATE
Donna Hartley Oyer
Pam Vanderveer
Jim Yates
Carol Wheatley
Tom Schrader
Neil Hodgson

Members wishing to make an additional nomination
for any of these positions may do so from the floor at
the December General Membership Meeting.
(Persons nominated from the floor must be present
at the meeting to acknowledge their willingness to
serve, if elected.)
Persons who volunteered for any of the appointed
committee positions will have their names passed
on to the appropriate ECSA Flag Officer for
coordination.
On behalf of the members of the
nominating committee, I want to
thank those members who assisted
in the nominating process.
Sincerely,
Brenda Merchberger
Chairman, Nominating Committee

ECSA NEWSLETTER AD RATES
SIZE

1MO 3MOS

6MOS

12MOS

1/8 page
1/4 page
1/2 page
Full page

10.00
18.00
30.00
50.00

54.00
90.00
144.00
240.00

90.00
144.00
228.00
360.00

28.50
51.00
84.00
135.00
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CRUISE
QUARTERS

Pinedaville was “excelente”
thanks to the hard work put in
planning, organizing, and putting
on the event by none other than
our Commodore, Donna Hartley
Oyer and husband, Jim Oyer.
Donna will provide an article
detailing the events of the
weekend in our next FT&C. Stay
tuned!

Come one...come all
To the Holiday Boat Parade
Join us for a front row seat on the Grand Canal to
watch this year’s Holiday Boat Parade on Saturday,
December 16th. We are gathering at Joann Jacob’s
house - 410 Thrush Drive in North Waterway Estates
around 4 p.m. for Social hour and snacks, followed at 5
p.m. for a Potluck dinner (please bring a dish to share).
Then we’ll take our seats on the lawn (you can bring
your chairs if you like) and after sunset, watch the
decorated boats parade down the Grand Canal.
Please bring your own beverages.

NEW YEAR’S EVE
CRUISE TO VERO BEACH
On Saturday, December 30th, we will be meeting at
the Eau Gallie Causeway around 8:00 am and sailing
south to the Vero Beach Municipal Marina. You can
choose either a mooring ball or a slip at the marina.
For reservations, please call 772-978-4960. Please
note if you choose a mooring ball, you will not be
alone. During the winter season you could possibly
be rafted up with one or two other boats. Saturday
evening we will have a potluck dinner in the park by
the marina at 6:00 pm. There are grills and picnic
tables available.
Sunday, December 31st (New Year’s Eve) - At 8:00
am, we will take a dinghy ride over to Jaycee Park
which is located on the beach. There we will have
breakfast at the Seaside restaurant. After breakfast
there are no plans until the evening.
Sunday evening we will dinghy or walk over to the
Riverside Cafe for drinks and dinner at 7:00 p.m.
After dinner, we will meet back at the marina and
celebrate the New Year.
Monday, January 1st – We will leave the marina at
8:00 am and head for home. There is no group
breakfast planned.
For information, please call Donna or Jim – 321-2430088 or 321-243-0077.

If you would like to enter your boat in the boat parade,
you are welcome to tie up on Joann’s dock prior to
entering the parade. Boats begin getting in position at
5:30 p.m. Please let her know ahead of time if you will
be coming by boat to ensure dock space and rafting
opportunities.
For further information on this ECSA event, please
contact Joann at 321-777-3551.
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Vice Commodore’s Article

General Meeting Minutes

continued...

continued…

(Continued from page 3)

(Continued from page 2)

nothing but blue, except half of one strand that was
almost at the top of the mast. One stupid bulb goes
and half of the lights go with it. One by one, pull the
old bulb, put in the new one, then pull it back out
because that didn’t fix it, and do it again. Twenty five
times before they all finally lit up.
Standing back on the dock, looking at the marvel
that was my decorated Christmas Parade boat, there
was still something missing. It just didn’t seem
complete. So four more strands of lights went
around the lifelines, an angel went up to the bow
pulpit, and a little Christmas tree went to the back of
the boat to finish the job.
All was well until I realized that tied up to the dock
110 volts was plenty, but on the water we only have
12 volts. I figured that we better invite someone who
has a generator to join us on the boat for the parade,
so Jim and Donna, want to go for a boat ride? Karen
will make hot chocolate.

PCYC will host a 20- to 30-mile ocean race.
Cruising: Ron Vanderveer – Visit www.ecsasail.com
for complete info. Upcoming cruises include:
Seven Sea’s Cruising Association – GAM – Nov.
10-12: Come and meet some world cruisers! Please
visit www.ssca.org for ticket info and seminar
schedule.
Pinedaville Nov. 18-19 “South of the Border:”
Don’t miss our big end-of-the year event! Contact
Jim & Donna Oyer for more info.
Old Business:
Ship’s Store: Embroidered items may be ordered
through Brenda at Space Shirts at 453-7453. Items
available for purchase at the monthly meetings
include: siphons $8; jackets $20; license plates $5;
burgees $20; ECSA patch $7.50.
With there being no further business, the meeting
was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. followed by a
presentation by Sherry Beckett & Dave McCampbell
on preparing a boat for a long cruise.
Respectfully submitted,
Pam Vanderveer, Secretary

Seven Seas Cruising Association
Annual Meeting Update
by Brenda Merchberger
Once again, the SSCA meeting was a tremendous success, in part, to the ECSA members who volunteered
their time during the event. As the SSCA organization knows, the event cannot be as successful without the
support of ECSA volunteers. Please know that your support is greatly appreciated!
Thank you to the following individuals, some who volunteered a few hours, and others their entire weekend, to
help support a worldwide sailing organization. On behalf of ECSA, I am also including those who volunteered
to man our ECSA booth and also sold siphons as our fund-raiser. We have some hidden sales talent out there
that we didn’t even know existed.
Vicki Boukalis, Graham & Pam Coffee, Joe & Karen Coleman, Dave & Gail Cordial, Jean Freeman, Neil &
Sally Hodgson, Eric Horton, Jim Houle, Erwin Kissenberth, Simon Koumjian, Joe & Briana Luthman, Karin
Mann, Dave & Brenda Merchberger, Roland & Barbara Norris, Jim & Donna Oyer, Gil Paradies, George &
Terry Schorn, Kay Sparrow, Bill Striker, Don & Joanne Theriault, Wes & Sandy Whitley, Bob White, Crystal
Wood, and Chip & Louise Worster.
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Miami Boat Show Bus Trip
Saturday, February 17, 2007
Leave the driving & parking hassles behind!
Cost:

$39.00 per person

Includes:

Transportation (new bus!), admission, gratuity for bus driver, breakfast,
snacks & beverages

Departs:

Merritt Island
Melbourne

Arrives Miami:
Departs Miami:

6:00 a.m. (Harbortown Marina)
6:30 a.m. (Osler Medical US1 Bldg)
10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

? Sign-up at the December General Meeting or send an email to bmerch@cfl.rr.com..
? Please make checks payable to ECSA and mail to the ECSA PO Box, attn: Bus Trip.
? Full payment due by Saturday, January 31, 2006 or you will lose your seat
? Questions? Contact Brenda Merchberger at 321-917-3698 or bmerch@cfl.rr.com.

Don’t miss your seat… .
the bus sold-out early last year.

Member Classifieds
FOR SALE: 1979 Columbia 10’7 Sloop, 35’2”, 6’4” Headroom, White w/green stripe, 22HP Yanmar
Diesel low hrs., totally rebuild transmission 5/2006, bottom paint 5/20/06, Loaded: Alder Barber Fridge,
champagne leather cushions, green Bimini, Dodger & Bottomsiders. Sleeps 7, ready for cruising. 2nd
owner Bill Zajac 321-868-3426 or 321446-3792. For pictures e-mail Jackie@etsnet.com. $42,500 or
make offer
FOR SALE: 36’center cockpit Watkins. Many new and like new items, e.g. sails, Mackpack, roller
furler, Garmin color GPS, custom bimini etc., etc... Strong Perkins 4-108 52 hp diesel. Needs love.
See or call Kay Sparrow at 772-473-9394. Priced at $38,000.00 OBO.
FOR SALE: 26’swing keel, Clipper Maine 1975, with pop-top. Bill Crealock designer. (Famous in the
art of gentle helm balance.) Rig tuned professionally late 2001. Strong, healthy 8 h.p. Johnson. Roller
furler jib and main with lazy jacks. Electronics include solar panel, tiller pilotm automatic bilge and f.w.
pump, nav lights. Many extras. Race, day sail and overnight enthusiasts call M. Rieff, 321-255-1984.
Price: $6,500.
Place your sailing classified ad here… (free to members)
Just contact the Newsletter Editor, Brenda Merchberger at 321-917-3698 or via e-mail to
bmerch@cfl.rr.com.

SPECIAL NOTICE!!! GALA EVENT!!!
ECSA 2006 AWARDS BANQUET
Date: Saturday, January 6, 2007
Place: Holiday Inn, 1300 N. Atlantic Avenue, Cocoa Beach, Florida
Agenda: 6 - 7 p.m. Social Hour – Cocktails; Cash Bar

Entrées:

7 - 8 p.m. Dinner

8 p.m. - 10 p.m. Awards Program

Chicken Basilica
Breast of Chicken lightly seasoned served with a White Wine and Basil Cream Sauce. $26.00

London Broil
Tender London Broil Marinated in Fresh Herbs served with a Red Wine Mushroom Sauce. $26.00

Mango Mahi Mahi - A fresh Filet of Mahi Mahi broiled & topped with Mango Chutney. $29.00
Children’s Menu - Chicken Fingers and French Fries. $10.00
All Dinner Entrees served with Tossed Garden Salad with choice of dressing, Fresh Seasonal Vegetable,
Potato, Rice or Pasta, and freshly baked Dinner Rolls. Fresh Brewed Coffee, Decaffeinated Coffee and
Freshly Brewed Iced Tea and as well as one of their Sensational Desserts is also included. Prices include
gratuity and sales tax.

PLEASE MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS EARLY!
Reservations are accepted through December 15, 2006. Complete the following form
and return with check made payable to East Coast Sailing Association (or ECSA). You
are welcome to drop off your reservation at the November or December general
membership meeting or mail to:
ECSA, P. O. Box 372054, Satellite Beach, FL 32937 Attention: Banquet

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2006 ECSA AWARDS BANQUET RESERVATION FORM
Name of guests attending: _____________________________________________
Choose one (1) menu option per person and indicate the total number of each for
your party in the space provided.
CHICKEN BASILICA
LONDON BROIL

______________ @ $26.00 ____________
_______________ @ $26.00 ____________

MANGO MAHI MAHI ______________ @ $29.00 ____________
CHILDREN’S MEAL

______________ @ $10.00 ____________
TOTAL

$ ____________
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ECSA 2006 Race & Cruise Schedule
Date

Event

Contact

Dec 3

Fall Women’s #6

Beckett

Dec 16

Holiday Boat Parade

Jacobs

Dec 30 - Jan 1

New Year’s Eve Cruise to Vero Beach

Oyer

Check out http://www.sail-race.com/ecsa
for the most up-to-date information on
the ECSA race schedule & race winners.

EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION
PO Box 372054
Satellite Beach FL 32937-0054

