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THE OFFICIAL LOG OF THE EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION
Board of Governors

General Membership Meeting

Flag Officers ?

Wednesday ~ 9 February 2005 ~ 7:00 p.m.

Commodore
David Merchberger 321 – 779 – 0438
Vice Commodore
Joe Luthman
321 – 631 – 3247
Rear Commodore
Joe Coleman
321 – 773 – 3265
Secretary
Phyllis Paradies
321 – 779 – 9816
Treasurer
Tom Schrader
321— 449 — 4604

Satellite Beach Recreation Center (565 Cassia Blvd)
Latitude 28º 09' North, Longitude 80º 36' West

February Program
Everything you always wanted to know
about ground tackle, but were afraid to ask… .
Presented by

Michael Hill from Cruising Outfitters

Elected Governors
Wes Whitley
Chip Worster
Sherry Beckett

321 – 779 – 9544
321 – 773 – 5851
321 – 779 – 3024

Fleet Captains
Cruising
Ron Vanderveer
321 – 255 – 3854
River Racing
Jim Yates
321 – 777– 2663
Women’s Racing
Sherry Beckett
321 – 779 – 0324

Newsletter Editor
Brenda Merchberger 321 – 779 – 0438

Program Chairman
Open

Membership Chairman

FEBRUARY Calendar of EVENTS
6
6
9
12
13
13
19
20
21
26-27
26
27
27

TSC
MYC
ECSA
ECSA
IRYC
MYC
ECSA
TSC
MYC
ECSA
IRYC
ECSA
MYC

Brenda Merchberger 321 – 779 – 0438

Rating Chairman
Jim Miller

321 – 777 – 7011

Advertising
Open

Hospitality
Brenda Merchberger 321 – 779 – 0438

Publicity
Open

Spring Series #1
Small Boat Sunday Racing
General Membership Meeting
Spring River Racing #1
Winter Series #3
Spring Rum Race
Miami Boat Show Bus Trip
Spring Series #2
Small Boat Sunday Racing
Mardi Gras Cruise to Cocoa Village
Winter Series #4
Spring Women’s #2
Spring Rum Race

MARCH Calendar of EVENTS
6
6
13
13
19
19-20
20
20
26
27

IRYC
MYC
MYC
TSC
ECSA
ECSA
ECSA
MYC
IRYC
MYC

Winter Series #5
Small Boat Racing
Spring Rum Race #3
Spring Series #3
Spring River Race #2
Downtown Melbourne St. Pat’s Cruise
Spring Women’s Race #3
Small Boat Racing
Winter Series #6
Spring Rum Race #4

Foot, Tack & Clew is the official newsletter of the East Coast Sailing Association
and is mailed to the membership each month or available at http://www.ecsasail.com.
The opinions expressed herein are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the East Coast Sailing Association.

THOUGHTS FROM
YOUR
COMMODORE…

VIEW FROM THE
VICE…
by

VICE COMMODORE
Joe Luthman

David Merchberger
Looking ahead in 2005
Your newly elected board met for the first time a few
weeks ago to kick off the New Year. We discussed
the typical year-to-year business that the club must
deal with as well as explored ways to improve the club
for all members. The latter area is what impressed
me the most.
Each year, we have a fine group of individuals on the
board who volunteer their time selflessly for the good
of the club.
This year however, I’ve sensed
something special. There is synergy within the Board
that I believe, will allow us to do some great things this
year.
After the meeting was over, I reflected on what had
just occurred during the previous hour and was truly
excited by the prospects of the upcoming year. The
Board members as well as your cruising and racing
fleet chairmen discussed some new and creative
ways to get more involvement by all club members.
Watch the FT&C for more information as we work out
the details.
Remember, just because the elected positions are
filled, don’t think that there is nothing that YOU can do
to help the club in some way. If you want to become
more involved in your club, please see any of the
board members or fleet chairmen and express your
interest in helping out.

Well, we all had a great time at the annual banquet.
Some more than others. I am looking forward to serving
on the board this year. I'm not too sure what my job
entails yet. I get e-mails once in awhile with hints and
suggestions on what I will be doing. So far, I'm just
following those clues. I volunteered once and spent 4
years in the Navy. You'd think I would have learned my
lesson! I will be investigating the incident at the
banquet. I'll call it "The Grab" for now. It seems that
Sherry Beckett had to jump out of line for the picture that
was being taken. The new Rear Commodore was
directly "behind her." Well, hopefully, I'll have the
mystery solved by next month. Be careful!
I am in need of a few committee members in hospitality,
publicity, and programs. Please talk to me at the next
meeting if you are interested. I hope to see you all at
the events this year and getting to know you all a
little more.

2005 Annual EC

SA Directory

Our annual Dire
ctory is here! P
lease
join us at the
February Gener
al
Membership Mee
ting to pick up yo
ur
directory.

The club is made up of a great bunch of sailors and I
can guarantee you that the more you get involved, the
more fun you’ll have!
See you on the water
Dave

AWARDS BANQUET RAFFLE ITEMS
ECSA would like to thank the following
organizations and individuals for donating items
to our annual Raffle
?
?
?
?
?

Ed Carlson
Brenda Merchberger
Loretta Schnitzius
West Marine
Our generous “anonymous” donor
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A VIEW FROM
THE REAR…
by Joe Coleman
Welcome to another year of sailing and fun with the
East Coast Sailing Association. The Awards Banquet
was a huge success as always and a lot of fun. Last
year I was the voice of Dave Merchberger, aka Vice
Commodore. This year I have taken on the roll of
Rear Commodore. Hummm, from Vice to the Rear.
Sounds like a step backwards to me. Anyway, I have
really nothing of interest to write about this month, but I
promise there will be new and fun cruises coming up
which I will share more information about in upcoming
newsletters. Just to wet your whistle, the air show at
Patrick AFB is scheduled for April and a day of fun
racing with our racing contingent is in the planning
stages. Speaking of our racers, they have a complete
year’s schedule ready for some exciting events.
But, there has been something bothering me for
several years now and I just have to get it off my
chest.
About three years ago, the club had a
rendezvous in October at Marker 21. An incident
happened on the way back and I wrote a song about it,
which was sang just one time at Pinedaville. You may
have heard someone make reference to the song
(mostly by me) and you may have no idea what he or
she may be referring to. So, I thought that I would
publish the words in the Foot, Tack and Clew
newsletter so everyone could memorize them. Then
when the band is playing at Pinedaville again and I yell
“Potty Mouth”, you will know what I am talking about
and can join in. The song is sung to the tune of Bob
Segers “Turn the Page” and was written for Robin
Braswell.
On a crisp October morning
South of Marker twenty-one,
As I was pulling up the anchor
In the early morning sun,
You could hear the wind blowing
The churning seas had just begun.
We survived the weekend party
No one hurt and no one dead
The body it was working
But the mind was somewhat dead
Our good boat tried to tell us
Of just what peril lied ahead.

Oh Potty mouth
Robin you’re a potty mouth
You said the F word
On the radio
Don’t try to lie
We all know it ‘s true
Not on channel 16!
You potty mouth you
Fighting through the white caps
Taking spray from the angry sea
Looking far ahead
Just what did you see
A powerboat was coming
It looked just like victory at sea
As it passed you had to wonder
What makes people act that way
To be in such a hurry
That they knock you out of the way
So you had to express yourself
In your own sweet wonderful way
Oh Potty mouth
Robin you’re a potty mouth
You said the F word
On the radio
Don’t try to lie
We all know it’s true
Not on channel 16!
You potty mouth you
As the boat rocked through its wake
Coffee spilling on the deck
You popped your pretty head up
Through the hatch up to your neck
You extended one long finger
Accentuating what you just said
Though you hoped that they would see you
You know they never do.
Sipping on their Champagne
With their hair up in a do
Plowing through the water
Lots of money but not a clue
Oh Potty mouth
Robin you’re a potty mouth
You said the F word
On the radio
Don’t try to lie
We all know it’s true
Not on channel 16!
You potty mouth you
(Continued on page 4)

View from the Rear Commodore cont’d…

TREASURER'S
REPORT
by

(Continued from page 3)

Tom Schrader
Income Statement

Fiscal Year

Jan-05

Sep 04 - Jan 05

2184.00

2952.00

405.00

5984.00

20.00

70.00

5.00

164.00

2614.00

9170.00

1506.07

3995.04

Bank Service Charge

-

0.00

Dues & Subscriptions

-

0.00

Insurance

-

1,551.00

Miscellaneous

254.97

254.97

Office Supplies

121.90

121.90

Postage/Delivery

74.83

349.47

Printing/Repro

38.43

197.97

110.40

110.40

2.76

2.89

2109.36

6583.64

(504.64)

2,586.36

REVENUE
Activities Income
Membership Dues
Merchandise Income
Miscellaneous Income
Total Revenue

Though your choice of words poor
The sentiment was true
The Coast Guard it was coming
And they were looking just for you
If you need a character witnesses
Don’t call me, I’ll call you
Oh Potty mouth
Robin you’re a potty mouth
You said the F word
On the radio
Don’t try to lie
We all know it’s true
Not on channel 16!

EXPENSES
Activities Expense

Rent
Sales Tax
Total Expense
Net Income

Note: The Balance Sheet and/or Checking Account
Balance will be reported next month. Our new
treasurer, Tom Schrader, is in the process of
reconciling the checking account statements from last
year’s treasurer.

Note from Jerry Butz @ Boater’s Exchange
Thanks to everyone for another successful Sail
A Small Boat Day this past Saturday. Unless I
hear otherwise, we will continue holding the
event on Saturdays at 11-5 at Whitley Bay.
On Saturday, we had over 100 people attend,
with the majority coming in the morning. For
better results in the future, we should all try to
be rigged and ready to sail at 11 am sharp.
DEALERS: In the future, get me a commitment
with the number and type of boats 1 week in
advance. I was interviewed for a Florida Today
article and wasn't able to properly represent the
boats and dealers that were expected.
The next event is scheduled for Saturday,
March 19. I will send more information as the
date gets closer.
Best regards,
Jerry Butz
IRYC
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SECRETARY’S
REPORT

Dave thanked the 2004 Board of Governors for their
service to the club this past year.

By

Phyllis Paradies
East Coast Sailing Association
Awards Banquet
January 8, 2005
The annual Awards Banquet and January business
meeting was held at the Holiday Inn, Cocoa Beach,
Florida on Saturday, January 8, 2005 at 6:00 p.m.
The business meeting was called to order by
Commodore Dave Merchberger at 7:20 p.m. Board
of Governors present were Dave Merchberger, Joe
Coleman, Chuck Delmater, Donna Hartley Oyer, Clint
Braswell, Frank McTernan, Wes Whitley and Chip
Worster
Dave welcomed members and guests, introduced the
Board, and recognized past commodores, support
staff, racing, cruising and other committee chairmen.
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
A motion was made, seconded and carried to
approve the December Secretary's report as
published in the January Foot, Tack & Clew.
A motion was made, seconded and carried to
approve the December Treasurer's report as
published in the January Foot, Tack & Clew.
Dave reviewed applications received for membership
from the following individuals:
?
Gary & Nancy Dean
?
Paul & Carla Stuart
?
Howard & Rhoda Bernbaum
?
Jack & Marty Bibb.
A motion was made from the Board to approve these
prospective members. The motion was seconded
and carried. Dave welcomed them into membership
with ECSA.
Dave recognized and thanked Life Member, Dottie
Hardenstein, for her service of many years and
presented her with a rose.
Dave thanked outgoing Secretary, Donna Hartley
Oyer, for her service as Secretary and for her many
other contributions, including Pinedaville events, to
the ESCA and presented her with a bouquet of
flowers.

There being no further business, the meeting was
adjourned at 7:50 p.m., followed by the Annual Awards
Banquet and the installation of the 2005 Board of
Governors.
Respectfully submitted,
Phyllis Paradies,
Secretary

Welcome New Members
Howard & Rhoda Bernbaum
1650 Davis Drive
Merritt Island, FL 32952
321-452-0320
Cataline Capri 25 Shelley D
Jack & Mary Bibb
567 So. Sonora Circle
Indialantic, FL 32903
321-723-7954
Cal 33 Majjak II
Merlin & Marcie Clark
406 Sandpiper Dr
Satellite Beach, FL 32931
321-779-6799
Gulfstar 41 Songlines
Gary & Nancy Dean
4420 Hartville Avenue
Cocoa, FL 32926
321-632-6484
Sea Pearl
Richard & Inge Flynn
P.O. Box 373095
Satellite Beach, FL 32937
321-777-1682
Doug Huffman
525 Teacup Springs Ct
Winter Garden, FL 34787
Morgan 34 Makai
Paul & Carla Stewart
28 Azalea Drive
Cocoa Beach, FL 32931
321-783-1552
O’Day 27 Again
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CRUISE
QUARTERS
4th Annual Progressive Dinner & Poker Rally
by Brenda K. Merchberger
Wouldn't you know it? We had two weeks of very unseasonably warm weather and the day before our Progressive Dinner a cold front blows through. As Charlie
Mann and I were discussing, we were both very happy
that at least it came through on Friday not Saturday.
However, the rain may have blown through (well, at
least most of it); but not the wind! With temperatures in
the 60's and North winds around 20 mph gusting to 30
mph - it made the event a brisk adventure for those
braving the water. Speaking of those brave souls, the
following braved the weather and anchored in Lake
Shepard:
Dan & Lisa Gemmill on Lisa Kay, Joe & Karen Coleman
on Alibi, Kay Sparrow on K's Fantasy, Chip & Louise
Worster on Chip-Ahoy, Don & Joanne Therinult on Impulse, and Ron, Pam, Lauren & Kristen Vanderveer on
Dolphin Dancer and Dave & Brenda Merchberger on
Thirsty Whale.
The following guests joined our adventure on the water
launching their dinghies from their home or nearby
ramp: Jim Edwards and Lynde West with Jack & Marty
Bibb (brand new members), Wes Whitley, Phil & Jean
Freeman and Linda Wood, Joe & Brianna Luthman,
and Walt Adams & Amy Pierce with guests Greg,
Sherry, & Pam.
The following arrived by land cruiser: Wanda Luthman,
Deanne Hansen & Charlie Millsaps, Jack & Carole Snyder, Nancy Abbott, RL & CJ Johnson, John & Loretta
Schnitzius, Elizabeth Hall, Don & Joanne Jacobs, Jim &
Dottie Baker, Johan & Dee Neve (they aborted their
plans to sail down from Harbortown and based on Sunday's weather they made the right call!), Barbara,
Cathy, & Jacob Sparrow, Roland & Barbara Norris, Bill
& Carla Jones, Tony, Kathy and Anton Samilian, Gil &
Phyllis Paradies, Al Budding & Jennifer Beach, Rick
Greyson, and Ron & Kay Tyre. We also had potential
new members, Dick and Inge Flynn join us. In addition
to those land cruisers, we had one “foot” cruiser, Sherry
Beckett, who walked from house to house to work off all
of the calories consumed.
The event started at Dave and my house for appetizers.

As usual, we had a scrumptious assortment and I
heard several people asking Marty Bibb for the recipe for her dip. I'll be glad to publish it in the newsletter if I receive it. After a group picture outside on the
pool deck, we headed out in our assortment of
“vehicles” to travel to the Jacobs' for salad. I would
like to extend a special thanks to Dee Neve who
stayed behind to help me clean up after the appetizer
group left and she also chauffeured me to the Jacobs'. Darn, I missed that cold windy dinghy ride
with Dave. Don & Joanne Jacobs had a tremendous
salad bar awaiting us and I could not think of a salad
ingredient they missed. Our third stop was appropriate for the cold evening — Chili! Sandy Whitley had
slaved the night before making many pots of yummy
chili for us. Karen Coleman also provided a White
chicken chili, and I brought a vegetarian chili to round
out the offerings. Sandy added toppings including
oyster crackers and Fritos. Since we all saved room
for dessert, we headed to our last stop of the night —
the Mann's. Charlie & Karin Mann were also hosting
their annual party for Charlie's West Marine employees and other friends. We were warmly welcomed to
the party. I heard one table say, “Oh good, the boaters are here with desserts”. I guess they weren't too
excited to meet us, but were definitely excited to see
and share in the tremendous assortment of desserts
we brought. We were more than happy to share—
less to add to our waistlines!
At each stop, your Commodore Dave Merchberger
was the host for the Poker Rally portion of the evening Dave decided to try a new game this year;
rather than a poker hand, each person would roll 5
dice at each location, keeping track of their total roll
amount on a sheet provided
There was to be a
prize awarded to whoever rolled the highest total
score and also one for whoever rolled the lowest total
score At our fourth stop, the Mann's, Dave recorded
each person's final roll and Joe Coleman added up
the four rolls for a total. Most total scores were in the
mid-70's, the low score was 56 and the highest 95.
Believe it or not, the low score went to Brianna
Luthman, who is 9 years old and our highest score
went to Jacob Sparrow, just 4 years old. Brianna was
awarded a clip on flashlight and Jacob won a $25 gift
certificate to West Marine. Unfortunately, Jacob had
already left the party prior to the award presentation
(4 year olds do have early bedtimes.) We presented
the award to Kay Sparrow, Jacob's grandfather, the
following morning at breakfast We were teasing Kay
that we should trade in the gift certificate for one to
Toy's R Us and that is exactly what Kay did on his
way home on Sunday.
(Continued on page 7)
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Mardi Gras 2005

Progressive Dinner
Highlights (cont’d)

February 26— 27th

(Continued from page 6)

The event ended with breakfast hosted by Dave
and I at our house. We had the brave souls
who had anchored in Lake Shepard for breakfast as well as Jim & Lynde and Jack & Marty
via land cruisers. Unfortunately, the Gemmil's
had dragged anchor during the night and after
many unsuccessful attempts in the wee hours
of the morning, they tied up at Samson Island
and were going to head home at daybreak.
Perhaps Joe Coleman could pass on the Anchoring book that he received at the Award's
Banquet to Dan & Lisa. It must have helped
the Coleman's, because I didn't hear Karen
sharing any anchoring horror stories.
With a total of 70 participating in the event, it
was a great start to another fun-filled ECSA
year. I hope to see many of you at future
events and rumor has it, Thirsty Whale will also
be racing in the cruising class.
Fair winds (not what we had this weekend!)

Join us for our 5th Annual Mardi
Gras cruise— Saturday, February
26th. For those arriving by boat, we
will anchor on the SW side of State
Road 520, south of the power lines.
If you prefer to stay in a marina,
marina slips may be available at
Whitley Marina.
Please make any marina
reservations on your own.
We will meet for happy hour on board one of
the anchored boats. Food & beverages are
available within the Village during the evening.
Often a large group walks over to a nearby
Mexican restaurant to fill up on tortilla chips prior
to the parade. We then try to gather our group
together for the parade, approximately 30
minutes before the parade starts, near the
courtyard/gazebo area.
Discount tickets are available prior to the day
of the event. Please sign up either at the
February General Membership Meeting or send
an e-mail to editor@ecsasail.com and we will
purchase advances tickets for you. Tickets at the
gate are $12 and advanced tickets will be either
$6 or $8 per person (this is last year’s prices— we
are awaiting info on any changes for this year).
The following morning, boaters are invited to
join in a potluck breakfast at the park’s pavilion at
0800 prior to sail to our home ports.
Dave &
Brenda Merchberger are hosting the event.
Please contact them with any questions Their
home number is 321-779-0438 and Dave will
have his cell phone with him the day of the
event — 321-917-3719. Also, Thirsty Whale will
be monitoring Channel 16.

Miami Boat Show Bus Trip— Saturday, February 19, 2005
Instructions for those Attending
Two Pick-Up Locations
Carnival Mall on US1 in Rockledge
Osler Medical Bldg on US 1 in Melbourne
(just north of Nasa Blvd)

Bus DEPARTS at 6:00 a.m.
Bus DEPARTS at 6:30 a.m.

Questions? Call Dave or Brenda Merchberger 321-917-3719
(This is the cell phone that Dave will have with him on Saturday a.m.)

Exceptional Recipe’s
The recipe’s below were served at our Holiday Potluck. Many members requested the recipe’s—
so here they are for all to enjoy!

Kelly’s Delicious Graham Squares
Butter a jellyroll pan (10”x 15”)
Line the pan with graham cracker squares.
In saucepan, melt together 2 sticks butter and 1 cup dark brown sugar.
Add 1 teaspoon Vanilla.
Turn to medium high heat, bring to rolling boil, and let boil about 1 minute.
Pour over the graham crackers to cover all.
Sprinkle with roasted chopped pecans.
Bake at 350 degrees for about 10 minutes (the will be bubby while cooking).
Remove from oven and sprinkle with milk chocolate chips (Kelly prefers Ghiradelli)
Cook 5 minutes, then cut into squares and put on racks to cool.
From Kelly Butz (Boaters Exchange)

Pumpkin Gingerbread Trifle
2 (14-ounce) packages gingerbread mix
1 (5.1-ounce) package cook and server vanilla pudding mix
1 (20-ounce) can pumpkin pie filling
1/2 cup packed dark brown sugar
1/3 teaspoon ground cinnamon
2 pinch ground cardamom
1/4 cup sherry (optional)
1 (12-ounce) container frozen whipped topping
1/2 cup crushed gingersnap cookies
Large Decorative Bowl
Preheat oven and bake gingerbread according to the package; turn out onto a rack and let cool
completely.
While gingerbread is baking, cook the vanilla pudding; set aside and let cool. When pudding is
cool, stir in the pie filing, brown sugar, cinnamon, and cardamom.
Crumble the cooled gingerbread into pieces (about 1/4 inch; but not too finely).
(If you have a trifle bowl, wonderful— otherwise you can use another large decorative bowl or
punchbowl to assemble the trifle in).
Put half of the crumbled gingerbread in the bottom of the bowl, sprinkle with half of the sherry (if
using), then pour half of the pudding mixture over it, and then half of the whipped topping.
Repeat the layers with the remaining ingredients as above, then sprinkle the crushed gingersnaps
over the top (2 or 2 tablespoons chopped pecans would make a good addition to the topping, as
well).
Cover with plastic wrap and chill overnight in the refrigerator. Makes 20 servings.

D iscount Marine Supplies
N e w ? Used ? Consignm e n t
Outboard Repair & Sales

Boat Sales

2101 S. US 1
Rockledge, FL
w w w .B o a t e r s E x c h a n g e . c om
3 2 1 -6 3 8 -0 0 9 0

Member’s Classifieds
Place your sailing classified ad here…
Just contact the Newsletter Editor or send
an e-mail to editor@ecsasail.com

ECSA NEWSLETTER AD RATES
SIZE

1MO 3MOS

6MOS

12MOS

1/8 page
1/4 page
1/2 page
Full page

10.00
18.00
30.00
50.00

54.00
90.00
144.00
240.00

90.00
144.00
228.00
360.00

28.50
51.00
84.00
135.00

?
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ECSA 2005 Race & Cruise Schedule
Date

Event

Contact

Feb 12

Spring River Racing #1

Yates

Feb 19

Miami Boat Show Bus Trip

Merchberger

Feb 26 - 27

Cruise to Cocoa Village for Mardi Gras

Merchberger

Feb 27

Spring Women’s #2

Beckett

Mar 19 - 20

St. Patty’s Day Cruise to Downtown Melbourne

Host Needed

Mar 19/20

Spring River Race #2/Spring Women’s #3

Yates/Beckett

Apr 15 - 16

Open Cruise Date

Ideas/Host Needed

Check out http://www.sail-race.com/ecsa
for the most up-to-date information on
the ECSA race schedule

EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION
PO Box 372054
Satellite Beach FL 32937-0054

