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Ballard Park Frostbite Cruise
Spring Women’s #1
Small Boat Racing

FEBRUARY Calendar of EVENTS
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Monthly Meeting
Miami Boat Show Feb 15— 19
Bus to Miami Boat Show
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THOUGHTS FROM
YOUR
COMMODORE…
Donna Hartley Oyer
BEGINNINGS
Happy New Year to Everyone! I hope that your
Christmas was special and filled with the love of family
and friends. I would like to take this opportunity to
thank some very important members of our club. I
would like to thank those who served on the Board of
Governors. I have enjoyed working with each of you
this past year. It has been a learning experience for
me and each of you has taught me something. Also,
thank you to the Fleet Captains for keeping us
informed about the racing and cruising events during
the year. Each of you has given your time and your
expertise and we have all benefited from that. Also, I
appreciate the work that the Program Chairmen,
Rating Chairman and Legislative Affairs have
accomplished this year.
A special thanks to
Hospitality and to those of you who supplied our
meetings with goodies. To our wonderful webmaster;
thank you for keeping our website updated and
informative.
There are two people that I personally need to thank.
The first is Joe Coleman. When Jim and I joined the
club almost seven years ago, Joe was the
Commodore. He and Karen were so kind to us and
welcomed us into the club with open arms. Every
year since then, Joe has either held a Board position
or served as a Committee chairman. But this year,
after serving our club for ten straight years, Joe has
decided to take a break. Joe, thank you so much for
your advice and your knowledge. Thank you so much
for serving the club so well and giving a new meaning
to the word camaraderie.

VIEW FROM THE
VICE…
by

VICE COMMODORE
Joe Coleman
For the past year as your Vice Commodore, as well as
in many previous years in various Board and support
roles, I have had the pleasure of writing articles each
month for the Foot, Tack and Clew. I have tried to
inject some humor into most of the articles and I hope
that it was received in the same vein that it was sent.
I have enjoyed serving on and with the Board because
of the great people that I worked with and the people
that we served. I wish the new Vice Commodore the
same enjoyment and I will give her my full support.
(However I look forward to sitting down on the main
floor with all my friends and heckling Pam and the other
Board members as much as Karen will allow!)
Donna Oyer has often said that this club is like a big
family, and I have always agreed with that. Not only do
we like to be out on the water and sail (or motor sail, or just motor, Chip); we also really enjoy each other’s
company. It has never been so much about where we
go, but who we travel with.
I would like to close by saying thank you to all those
who have made this last year so enjoyable.

Brenda Merchberger has one of the hardest jobs in
the club. First of all she is the newsletter editor and
the membership chairman.
It is a very time
consuming job each month to prepare the newsletter
layout, get it to the printer in a timely manner and then
fold, staple label, and send them out to each member.
There are over 200 boats in our membership. In
addition, Brenda welcomes each new member by
sending them a welcome package from the club.
Plus, she has spent an entire year guiding me through
my first year as commodore. Without Brenda’s hard
work, this club would not be as successful as it is.
Thank you so much Brenda for all that you do to keep
this club flourishing.
(Continued on page 4)
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SECRETARY’S
REPORT
By

Pam Vanderveer
EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION
General Membership Meeting
Wednesday – Dec. 13, 2006
Commodore Donna Hartley Oyer called the meeting
to order at 7:05 p.m. Board members present were
Rear Commodore Joe Luthman; Secretary Pam
Vanderveer, Immediate Past Commodore Dave
Merchberger; and Elected Governor Chip Worster.
Not present were Vice Commodore Joe Coleman,
Treasurer Tom Schrader, and Elected Governors
Sherry Beckett and Roland Norris.
COMMODORE: Following introduction of the board
members, fleet captains, committee chairmen, and
past commodores, Donna welcomed all members,
guests, and new members attending for the first time.
The meeting was temporarily adjourned for members
to enjoy a potluck Holiday dinner. Upon reconvening
at 7:45, Donna noted the following:
New Members: A motion was made, seconded and
carried to approve the following applications into
membership: Stephnie & Richard Bruning; Keith &
Polly DeMott; and Robert & Judith Wiley.
Minutes/Treasurer’s Report: A motion was made,
seconded, and carried to approve the minutes of the
November 2006 meeting and the Treasurer’s report
as published in the December 2006 Foot, Tack, &
Clew (FT&C).
REAR COMMODORE: Joe Luthman turned the floor
over to the Committee chairs:
Please visit www.sail-race.com for complete, up-todate info.
River Racing: Jim Yates – Racing is done for the
year, however, it will start again Jan. 2nd.
Cruising: Ron Vanderveer – Visit www.ecsasail.com
for complete info. A cruising planning meeting will
follow tonight’s meeting and all are welcome to attend
and participate. Upcoming cruises include:
Dec. 16th - Grand Canal Board Parade – hosted by
the Jacobs.
Dec. 30th - New Year’s cruise to Vero – hosted by
the Oyers.
Jan. 6th at 6 p.m. – Annual Awards Banquet –
RSVP to the Colemans.

Jan. 27-28 – Frostbite cruise – hosted by the
Colemans.
Pinedaville – Final Count: Friday night pizza -- 21
boats; Sat. 54 boats with 174 people attending!!! Next
year’s theme will be “Cartoon Characters.” This will
be the final year Jim & Donna Oyer will be hosting
Pinedaville and the club is looking for a new host for
this event.
New Business:
* Donna presented the nominating committee’s
recommended slate for 2007 Board of Governors. A
motion was made, seconded, and carried to approve
the slate as presented. The newly elected Board are:
Commodore – Donna Oyer; Vice Commodore – Pam
Vanderveer; Rear Commodore – Jim Yates;
Secretary – Carol Whitley; Treasurer – Tom Schrader;
and Elected Governor – Neil Hodgson.
The 2007 Fleet Captains will be: Cruising Director –
Ken Windsor; River Racing – Jim Yates; Women’s
Racing – Rhonda Delmater.
In addition, Joanne
Theriault will take over Hospitality.
* We are looking for volunteers and/or suggestions for
programs to be held after the meetings for 2007 –
please see Pam Vanderveer for any recommendations.
* Norm LeMoine informed the members the cable show
Lats & Atts is in its 4th or 5th season and if members
want to see this show, members should call their local
cable or dish company to request the Water Channel be
available to them. His thought it doesn’t take many calls
for them to add this to their line-up but we need to make
our voices heard.
Old Business:
Ship’s Store: Embroidered items may be ordered
through Brenda at Space Shirts at 321-453-7453. Items
available for purchase at the monthly meetings include:
siphons $8; jackets $20; license plates $5; burgees
$20; ECSA patch $7.50.
With there being no further business, the meeting was
adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Pam Vanderveer, Secretary
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TREASURER'S
REPORT
Welcome New Members

by

Tom Schrader
Income Statement

Fiscal YTD

REVENUE

Dec-06

Sep 06 - Dec 06

Activities Income

247.00

427.00

Membership Dues

240.00

6,145.00

-

852.00

-_

93.00

487.00

7,517.00

Merchandise Income
Miscellaneous Income
Total Revenue

EXPENSES
Activities Expense

-

2.936.41

Bank Service Charge

-

30.00

Insurance

-

303.00

135.30

135.30

Postage/Delivery

71.94

294.00

Printing/Repro

53.72

288.20

-

-

42.91

56.81

-

-

303.87

4,043.72

183.13

3,473.28

Miscellaneous

Rent
Sales Tax
Sunshine Fund
Total Expense
Net Income

Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2006
Assets
Checking

3,646.18

Restricted Cash (Lasowska Fund)
Security Deposit
Total Assets

942.00
100.00
4,698.18

Richard & Stephnie Bruning
1905 Redwood Ave
Melbourne Beach, FL 32951
321-724-6464
Morgan 36 Prelude
Keith & Polly DeMott
2311 Colonial Dr
Melbourne, FL 32901
321-726-8472
Hunter 37 Refuge
Robert & Judith Wiley
PO Box 372241
Satellite Beach, FL 32937
Island Packet 380 Judith III

Commodore’s
Report
- cont’d…
(Continued from page 2)

Last but not least, thank you to each one of
you that have helped the club during the
year, even in a small way.
We begin the New Year with new dreams,
new expectations and new plans for the
future. I look forward to working with the
new Board of Governors this coming year.
We will work together to ensure that the club
remains a place where sailors can come,
bring their families and share their passion
with one another.
Happy New Year to each of you… .

Liabilities & Net Worth
Unrestricted Cash

6,432.86

Retained Earnings

(5,207.96)

Net Income

Donna

3.473.28

Total Net Worth

4,698.18
Sunshine Fund Balance:

211.47
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CRUISE
QUARTERS

BAHAMAS CRUISING PLANS
2007
Are you interested in participating in a cruise to
the Bahamas during May and/or June of this
year????

FROSTBITE Cruise
to Ballard Park

If you are interested, please sign up on the sheet
that will be available at the next meeting.

Join us for our January "frostbite" cruise to Ballard Park
on Saturday, January 27th. Arrive Saturday and anchor
out or sail into the lagoon at Ballard Park and anchor in
the "mud". We'll have a potluck dinner beginning
around 5 p.m. at the Pavilion and create our own sort of
evening entertainment.

Of course planning a cruise to the Abacos will be
one of the considerations. However, this year a
cruise to the Exumas will also be included in the
planning depending on the level of interest. In
the past, most of the cruising has been to the
Abacos and it might be worth considering a
different adventure using our skills as sailors and
navigators. There already has been interest
indicated in this as an alternative.

Morning coffee provided at the Pavilion at 8 a.m., then
off to sail prior to heading for your home dock.
Please sign up at the Awards Banquet or contact the
cruise hosts to RSVP. Cruise hosts are Joe & Karen
Coleman aboard Alibi. Their contact information is
email - joecoleman@cfl.rr.com or call 321-773-3265.
Ballard Park Latitude & Longitude
28 deg 7.5 min N
80 deg 37.4 min W

In the meantime, you should arrange to obtain
your U.S. Customs decal by email to this
address: decals@dhs.gov or by going to the
internet via www.cbp.gov. Contact by telephone
is also possible 317-298-1245. The cost of the
decal is $25.00.
Gil Paradies

Miami Boat Show Bus Trip
Saturday, February 17, 2007
Leave the driving & parking hassles behind!
Cost:
Includes:

$39.00 per person
Transportation, admission, breakfast,
gratuity for bus driver, snacks &
beverages
Departs:
Merritt Island 6:00 a.m.
Melbourne
6:30 a.m.
Arrives Miami:
10:00 a.m.
Departs Miami:
5:00 p.m.
?
?
?
?

Sign-up at the Awards Banquet or send an email to
bmerch@cfl.rr.com.
Please make checks payable to ECSA and mail to the
ECSA PO Box, attn: Bus Trip.
Full payment due by Saturday, January 31, 2007
Questions?: Contact Brenda Merchberger at
321-917-3698 or bmerch@cfl.rr.com.

Don’t miss your seat… .sign up now (only 9 seats left!)

Holiday Boat Parade
Thanks to Joanne Jacobs for hosting the
annual boat parade viewing party. We had 3
sailboats in the parade which departed from
Joanne’s dock -Joe & Karen Coleman with guests aboard Alibi
Dave & Brenda Merchberger with guests
aboard Thirsty Whale
Bob Cahall and son Chris aboard Wind Catcher

We’re off to
Miami!
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CRUISE QUARTERS
“PINEDAVILLE”
By Donna Oyer
I can’t believe that another Pinedaville has come and
gone. As usual, it was definitely a group effort. From
cleaning up the beach area in October to building on
Friday, the volunteers were many. On Sunday morning
after breakfast it was ECSA members who helped
break down Pinedaville and clean up the beach. Again,
we would never be able to have such a successful
Pinedaville without the help of so many of you.
The fun started Friday morning as we arrived on
Believe at Scott’s cove. Jim and I were the first ones to
arrive by boat, but there were already ECSA members
building the “bano” and preparing the beach. We
unloaded both of the vans parked along the causeway.
Then we began to build Pinedaville. By sundown the
building was completed. With so many helping hands,
the time flew by. By Friday evening there were 21 boats
at anchor and many members joined us by car just for
our pizza extravaganza. At 7:00 pm “A New York Pizza
House” delivered 14 large pizzas with various toppings
and the crowd immediately began consuming them. By
8:00 having eaten one piece of pizza too many, we
decided to just relax by the fire and enjoy the company.
By 10:00 most everyone had retired to their boats for a
wonderful night’s sleep under the stars.
The
temperatures were in the 40’s, and the wind continued
to blow throughout the night. The cold temperatures
made it a very comfortable but chilly night at anchor.
On Saturday morning, all of the elves were up early and
ready to get the party started. With the wind blowing
much of the night, some of our building had been
relocated. But with a few nails here and there and
some additional stakes in the ground, Pinedaville was
again standing tall and party ready. Kurt had arrived
and with help from the crew, Kurt’s equipment was set
up and ready for a day of great entertainment and
music.
At noon Jim and I arrived on the beach in costume. We
were so surprised at the amount of participation in the
costume contest and how great the costumes were. I
think this was by far the best costume contest ever at a
Pinedaville. The costumes were original, clever and
just plain imaginative. Jim and I were relieved that we
weren’t the judges. That difficult decision was made by
the reigning King and Queen, Phyllis and Gil Paradies
and the preceding King and Queen, Wes and Sandy
Whitley. After the “costume march” was completed, the

judges had made their decisions. The best costume
award was given to Joe Coleman and Brenda
Merchberger.
Then the King and Queen were
crowned. The 2006 King and Queen of Pinedaville
winners were Chip and Louise Worster with their little
doggie, Tugger.
Thank you to all of you who
participated in the costume contest.
It makes
Pinedaville so much more fun when there are so
many great costumes to pick from.
The first contest of the day was the Mullet Toss. It
was obvious that there had been a lot of practicing
going on. In the women’s division the winner was
Ronnie Birch. It remains a mystery who the kid’s and
men’s winners were. If you were the winner, let me
know and I will post your name in the February FT&C.
As always, it is great fun watching everyone trying to
miss the flying fish and their parts.
The dinghy races were next. Ron Vanderveer had
placed the buoys in the river and everyone was ready
for the races to begin. After many competitors and
many laps around the buoys, the winners were Chris
and John Cahall. Way to go guys!
The last competition before dinner was the conch
blowing. It amazes me how anyone can make such a
beautiful sound by blowing on a conch shell. Karen
Coleman and Harvey Melfi won the adult division (2nd
year in a row for each of them!). It was a close race
though. In the kid’s class, Noah Birch and Bailey
McCarthy were the winners. Congrats to all.
During the day Kurt had everyone up in front of the
stage doing the Electric Slide, the Chicken Dance and
of course the famous conga line. The kids had their
annual hoola-hoop competition. How do they hoola
for so long?
Before dinner, Jim and I decided to get a boat count.
It was impossible to get an accurate count from shore,
so we decided to take the dinghy out and get a more
accurate count from the river. NOT… . We counted
numerous times and came up with this conclusion.
There were less than 100 boats, but more than 1.
Actually, we counted 54 boats; (approximately) It was
definitely more boats than we had had in the past.
The dinner bell rang at 5:30 and the “Pinedavillers”
were more than ready for some good grub. ECSA
provided the meal prepared by Meemaws. It was an
assortment of pork, turkey and roast beef. There was
also an array of side dishes. It seemed as though
there was every possible side dish imaginable. The
food line was long, but there was plenty of food for
(Continued on page 7)

CRUISE QUARTERS
“PINEDAVILLE” (con’t)
By Donna Oyer

ATTENTION!!!
Flea Market
this Month!

(Continued from page 6)

everyone. After dinner we listened to the sounds of
Kurt’s great music choices. We also enjoyed the
campfire while preparing for the night’s festivities.
After dinner we had our annual Pinedaville Limbo
contest. For the fourth year in a row, Ronnie Birch was
the winner. We should rename the Limbo for Ronnie. It
should be called the “Limber”. Ronnie, what do you do
to keep is such great shape? After the Limbo contest,
we made two lines and “Passed the Fruit”, down the
line. It is hilarious to watch and even more fun if you are
a participant. The rest of the night was spent listening to
music, enjoying the three campfires that were built on
the beach and eating s’mores that the kids had
prepared. YUMMY!
Overall, the day was a filled with fun, laughter and
celebrating with family and friends.
Breakfast on the beach Sunday morning was at 8:30
am, leaving a little time to sleep in. We had two pots of
coffee ready by the time the cruisers made their way to
the beach. The breakfast potluck was scrumptious. We
ate breakfast and reminisced over the weekend’s events
and laughed all over again.
After breakfast was over it was crunch time. It was time
to end another Pinedaville celebration. It was time to
take Pinedaville down and put her away for another
year. Again, we had so many helping hands. Thank
you so much for all of your help.
Next year the Pinedaville theme is, “Cartoon
Characters”.
That will be our fifth and final year of
hosting for Jim and I. We have had so much fun hosting
Pinedaville, but now it is time for someone else to plan a
celebration at Scott’s Cove. So, we will see you next
year in your “Cartoon Character” costumes. We are
looking forward to some really great costumes.
UNOFFICIAL STATS
54 BOATS
174 PEOPLE
15 DOGS
HUNDREDS OF LAUGHS

Come one, come all, sell your junk, or buy some
good ‘ole boat stuff'!
West Marine cancelled their fall flea market this
year and folks at the Melbourne Yacht Club (MYC)
figured that all their boating friends needed an
outlet for their fleas. So MYC is holding a Marine
Flea Market on Saturday, January 20th beginning
at 8:00 am.
The spaces will be OUTSIDE. $10 for an 'on the
trailer' parking spot for small boats for sale (used
only, limited space available), $5 for a table, and
$2 for a "space" (without a table). (All proceeds
go to the Youth Sailing Fund at MYC.) There will
be a 'rain date' if the weather's nasty on that date.
If you want to get on the list for a space, just drop
an email to Sherry Beckett— itbecketts@aol.com.

ECSA Jackets have arrived!
For all of you who have been asking when
we are getting more jackets in — they have
arrived!
For only $20 each, stop by our Merchandise
table at our February meeting to purchase
your hooded cotton ECSA jacket.
Below is Don Bosley modeling our jacket.

East Coast Sailing Association
2007 Cruising Calendar
Dates

Event

Host

Dec 30 – Jan 1

New Year’s at Vero Beach Municipal Marina

Oyer

Jan 27 – 28

Frostbite Cruise to Ballard Park

Coleman

Feb 17

Miami Boat Show Bus Trip

Merchberger

Feb 24 – 25

Cocoa Village Mardi Gras

Merchberger

Mar 17 – 18

Marker 21

Theriault

Mar/Apr (TBD)

Ocean Cruise Ft. Pierce to Port Canaveral
(Friday - Sunday)

Jones

April 14 – 15

5th Annual Progressive Dinner & Poker Rally

Merchberger

April 28 – 29

Rendezvous – Location TBD

No host

May – June

Bahamas cruise groups

Paradies

May 5 – 6

The Jones’Merritt Island Barbeque Bash

Jones

May 26 – 28

Memorial Day to Sebastian

Vanderveer

Jun 9 – 10

Rendezvous – Location TBD

No host

Jul 14 – 15

Cruise to Cocoa Village

Theriault

Aug 11 - 12

Cruise to Conch Key Grille

Theriault

Sep 1 – 3

Labor Day – Cape Canaveral/Banana River

Neve/Windsor

Sep 22 – 23

Cruise to Titusville and Dixie Crossroads Dinner Schnitzius

Oct 13 – 14

6th Annual ECSA Fish Fry at Boy Scout Island

Mann

Nov 3 – 4

St. Petersburg Sail Expo

Oyer

Nov 10 – 11

Seven Seas Cruising Association GAM

Merchberger

Nov 17 – 18

Pinedaville

Oyer

Dec 15 or 22

Holiday Boat Parade – Grand Canal

Jacobs

Member’s
Classifieds

FOR SALE: 1979 Columbia 10’7 Sloop, 35’2”, 6’4”
Headroom, White w/green stripe, 22 HP Yanmar
Diesel low hrs., totally rebuilt transmission 5/06,
bottom paint 5/06, Loaded: Alder Barber Fridge,
champagne leather cushions, green Bimini, Dodger
& Bottomsiders. Sleeps 7, ready for cruising. 2nd
owner. Please contact Bill Zajac at 321-773-5035.
For pictures e-mail Jackie@etsnet.com. The boat
may be viewed at 458 Sandpiper Drive, Satellite
Beach, please call first. $39,500 or make offer.
FOR SALE: 36’center cockpit Watkins. Many new
and like new items, e.g. sails, Mackpack, roller
furler, Garmin color GPS, custom bimini etc.
Strong Perkins 4-108 52 hp diesel. Needs love. Call
Kay Sparrow at 772-473-9394. Priced at $38,000
OBO.
FOR SALE: 26’ swing keel, Clipper Maine 1975,
with pop-top. Bill Crealock designer. (Famous in the
art of gentle helm balance.) Rig tuned professionally late 2001. Strong, healthy 8 hp Johnson. Roller
furler jib
and main with lazy jacks. Electronics include solar
panel, tiller pilot automatic bilge and f/w pump, nav
lights. Many extras. Race, day sail and overnight
enthusiasts call M. Rieff, 321-255-1984. Price:
$6,500.
Place your sailing classified ad here…
(free to
members.) Just contact the Newsletter Editor,
Brenda Merchberger at 321-917-3698 or via e-mail
to bmerch@cfl.rr.com.

ECSA NEWSLETTER AD RATES

On the Sea…

SIZE

1MO 3MOS

6MOS

12MOS

I don’t know who named them
swells. There’s nothing swell about
them. They should have named
them awfuls.
- Hugo Vihlen

1/8 page
1/4 page
1/2 page
Full page

10.00
18.00
30.00
50.00

54.00
90.00
144.00
240.00

90.00
144.00
228.00
360.00

28.50
51.00
84.00
135.00

ECSA 2007 Race & Cruise Schedule
Date

Event

Contact

Jan 13

River Race Winter Series #1

Yates

Jan 27 - 28

Frostbite Cruise to Ballard Park

Coleman

Jan 27

River Race Winter Series #2

Yates

Jan 28

Spring Women’s Race #1

Delmater

Feb 10

River Race Winter Series #3

Yates

Feb 17

Miami Boat Show Bus Trip

Merchberger

Feb 24 - 25

Cruise to Cocoa Village for Mardi Gras

Merchberger

Feb 25

Spring Women’s Race #2

Delmater

Check out http://www.sail-race.com/ecsa
for the most up-to-date information on
the ECSA race schedule & race winners.

EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION
PO Box 372054
Satellite Beach FL 32937-0054

